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Welcome!

Greetings!

On behalf of the City of Springfield it is my honor and distinct pleasure 
to welcome you to our city. Springfield is situated in the heart of Ozark 
Mountain Country and is one of the fastest growing cities in the Midwest. It is 
a region blessed with much natural beauty, offering large lakes and beautiful 
streams with a wide variety of water recreation activities.We are confident that your visit to Springfield will be rewarding. We urge you 

to take advantage of the many opportunities available, such as:Birthplace of Route 66. Springfield is officially recognized as the birthplace of what became known as the 

iconic “Mother Road.” It was on April 30, 1926 at Park Central Square where officials first proposed U.S. 66 as 

the name of the new Chicago-to-Los Angeles highway. Route 66 meandered across Springfield from Kearney to 

Glenstone to St. Louis Street, through Park Central Square to Olive and College Streets, then headed west along 

what is now Chestnut Expressway. The Birthplace of Route 66 Roadside Park is located near the intersection of 

College Street and Fort Avenue. Stop in at the Route 66 Springfield Visitor Center at 815 E. St. Louis Street to 

learn about other stops in town that will give you a glimpse of Route 66’s heyday. If you happen to be in town 

in August, the annual Birthplace of Route 66 Festival, featuring a car and motorcycle show, parade, drive-in 

movie and concert, is a great event for any Route 66 enthusiast or lover of Americana.
Jordan Valley Park, features the Jordan Valley Ice Park, a multi-purpose facility featuring two NHL-size ice 

sheets and an adjacent 12-acre park with a fountain and water feature designed to evoke an Ozarks stream. In 

addition, the Springfield Cardinals, the Double A affiliate of the St. Louis Cardinals, play at nearby Hammons 

Field. A short walk on the new Jordan Creek Greenway or a drive on new Streetscapes links the Jordan Valley 

development to our traditional downtown area.Downtown. Our downtown area features a variety of restaurants in all price and taste ranges, art galleries, the 

historic Landers Theatre, built in 1909 and renovated in its baroque Renaissance/Napoleon architecture and 

décor, and the renovated historic Gillioz Theater. Downtown and Jordan Valley also are close to several of the 

City’s most popular venues, such as the hands-on Discovery Center, a children’s science museum, the Walnut 

Street Historic District and the Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts at Missouri State University.

Other attractions. Springfield is home to many area attractions such as the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame, 

Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield (Civil War), Dickerson Park Zoo, and nine public and private golf courses. 

You might also enjoy visiting our Mizumoto Japanese Stroll Garden, complete with a traditional tea hut. 

Springfield is the headquarters of Bass Pro Shops’ Outdoor World, billed as the “World’s Most Spectacular 

Sporting Goods Store,” with its four-story waterfall, giant aquariums, nature center and taxidermy studio.
We are truly proud of our City and the many opportunities available to our visitors. On behalf of the City of 

Springfield, we welcome you and look forward to sharing with you the hospitality of the “Queen City of the 

Ozarks”.

 

Sincerely,
 

Ken McClure 
 

Mayor, City of Springfield

sports

Shopping

attractions

events

dining

nightlife

Springfield
has it all!

ABOUT SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI
Springfield sits atop a plateau of the oldest mountain range in the country – the Ozark Mountains. 
Surrounded by rolling hills, the city offers the best in metropolitan and outdoor adventure, making 
it a perfect family destination. Springfield is rich with interesting and entertaining attractions, 
approximately 5,800 hotel rooms, more than 1,100 dining options and a variety of shopping and 
cultural activities.

Population: Springfield is the third-largest city in Missouri and the largest Springfield in the 
nation. The U.S. Census Bureau estimates the population within city limits is about 160,000. The 
estimated Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) is more than 440,000.

Weather: The average annual precipitation in Springfield is 43 inches including 20 inches of snow. 
The average low and high temperatures for each season are: Spring: 44-67o F; Summer: 65-88o F; 
Fall: 46-69o F; Winter: 24-45o F.
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P�O� Box 14504 
Springfield, MO 65814 
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Welcome to Springfield is published  
bi-monthly and distributed in the finer 
hotels and motels and other locations to 
benefit Springfield’s guests and visitors 
and help make their stay as enjoyable 
and rewarding as possible�

Advertising information: The best way 
to make a real impression on the over 
30,000 people staying overnight in 
Springfield’s motel and hotel rooms 
every week is to have your advertising 
message on the pages of Welcome to 
Springfield. Please call 417-830-5477 
for rates and specifications.

Connect with us  
@welcometospringfieldmagazine

Large 
churches in 
Springfield…

(all below are in 
Springfield, unless 
otherwise noted)

Second Baptist Church 
3111 E. Battlefield Rd.

First Baptist Church  
525 South Ave.

Ridgecrest  
Baptist Church 

2210 W. Republic Rd.

Crossway Baptist Church  
2900 N. Barnes

James River Assembly  
6100 N. 19th St. Ozark, MO

Central Assembly of God 
Church 

1301 N. Boonville Ave.

North Point Church  
3402 W Norton Rd.

Schweitzer United 
Methodist  

2747 E. Sunshine

Wesley United  
Methodist Church 
922 Republic Rd.

First & Calvary  
Presbyterian Church 

820 E. Cherry

Immaculate Conception  
Catholic Church  

3555 S. Fremont Ave.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic 

2200 W. Republic Rd

Messiah Lutheran Church  
925 E Seminole

Christ Episcopal Church  
601 E Walnut St.

Hope Church 
2121 S Blackman Rd.
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As the third largest city in the 
state, Springfield is a vibrant 
and vigorous regional center 

of activity for commerce, recreation, 
live entertainment and the arts in 
southwest Missouri.

It’s little wonder, then, that this city 
of nearly 160,000 people boasts the 
nickname “Queen City of the Ozarks,” 
a characterization found as early as 
1876, in a December issue of the 
Springfield-Patriot Advertiser.

“Springfield sits quietly, peacefully, 
and prosperously on the summit of 
the Ozarks, as a royal diadem on the 
brow of a queen.”

In a book titled “Seeing the Middle 
West,” written in 1923, author John 
T. Faris observed, “Springfield, 
standing in all of the splendor of a 
queen amidst its spacious orchards of 
stately fruit trees, has been fittingly 
designated the Queen City.”

Today, this city on historic Route 
66 lives up to the name with a wealth 
of varied points of interest and activi-
ties for the enjoyment of our visitors 
from near and far.

The city was established near a 
spring in what is now the downtown. 
That point of origin is marked by 
Founders Park, also not far from 
Jordan Creek, an area that has been 
redeveloped into Jordan Valley Park, 
with landscaped green space and a 
water feature. In addition, it is the 
site of Mediacom Ice Park, an indoor 
facility for skating year around and 
the home of Missouri State University 
hockey team play.

Just east of the park is Hammons 
Field, where the Springfield Cardinals 
baseball team plays its Texas League 
opponents. It is the place where you 

can enjoy watching players who hope 
to one day be in the big league ranks. 

The city’s several colleges give it a 
youthful feel, and are also a source of 
sports entertainment, led by Missouri 
State University, Drury University and 
Evangel University. The JQH Arena on 
the Missouri State campus is not only 
the home of basketball action, but a 
place to see major music shows (Elton 
John, Carrie Underwood and The 
Eagles, among them) and other events, 
such as professional bull riding.

Not far away is the Juanita K Ham-
mons Hall for the Performing Arts 
where you can see concerts, touring 
Broadway shows and other acts. (Bob 
Dylan, the late George Carlin and 
Bonne Raitt have been on the stage 
there.)

Prominent venues in the downtown 
area are the historic Shrine Mosque 
(Dylan and Willie Nelson have per-
formed there), and the historic Gillioz 
Theater (John Prine, Lyle Lovett and 
John Hiatt have played there.)

Other performing arts in the down-
town area are based in the Landers 
Theatre. The Springfield Regional Op-
era House, the Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra and Springfield Ballet, also 
grace the city’s performing arts choices.

Speaking of downtown, it is the 
hub of nightlife with its many restau-
rants, music clubs and a movie theatre 
complex. You’ll find the place abuzz 
on weekend nights, and  many nights 
in between. And in the daytime you 
can find some unique retail shops and 
merchandise that might pique your 
interest.

East of the downtown is the Walnut 
Street Historic District, where one can 
see many historic homes that have been 

renovated, and get a bite to eat.
Uptown is the Commercial Street 

Historic District, where the locals 
advise doing the “C-Street Stroll” 
to “catch the vibe of this eclectic 
artisan, entertainment and shopping 
destination.”

The most visible attraction is the 
historic Jefferson Avenue Footbridge, 
the longest railroad pedestrian bridge 
in the nation. It was built in 1902 and 
remodeled a few years ago. The bridge 
is a signature of the importance of 
the Frisco Railroad (now Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe) operations in the 
city’s history. Dozens of trains a day 
still pass underneath the footbridge.

Another historic point of interest is 
Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield 
about 10 miles southwest of the city. It 
is the site of the first major Civil War 
conflict west of the Mississippi River, 
and it took place Aug. 10, 1861. 

Springfield is also home to the 
Pythian Castle, which was opened as 
an orphanage in 1913 by the Knights 
of Pythias and later owned by the 
government for more than 50 years. It 
is located at 1451 East Pythian Street.

The Queen City of the Ozarks is also 
near Fantastic Caverns, a comfort-
able place to be in winter and summer 
and see the wondrous, water-formed 
stalactites and stalagmites of many 
hues and shapes. Fantastic Caverns, an 
ancient underground river, is the only 
ride-through cave in the country.

If you like museums, there are the 
Missouri Sports Hall of Fame and 
Springfield Art Museum.

Other points of interest are the 
Discovery Center, Dickerson Park Zoo, 
Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World and the 
Battlefield Mall shopping center. n

The Queen City of the Ozarks 
stands out among the rest
by Mike Schilling

SEE. CONNECT. PROTECT.

Dickersonparkzoo.org

Best Place 
to Spend 
the Day!

ZIP-
A-DEE-
ZOO-
DAH!



Phone Booth
All numbers are area code 417-
Attractions
Dickerson Park Zoo  � � � � � � � � 833-1570
History Museum  
on the Square  � � � � � � � � � � � � 831-1976
RT 66 Car Museum � � � � � � � � � 861-8004
Sports Hall of Fame  � � � � � � � � 889-3100
Springfield Art Museum � � � � � � 837-5700
Entertainment
1984 Arcade � � � � � � � � � � � � � 831-3665
Meyer Communications  � � � � � 862-3751
Price Cutter Charity  
Championship � � � � � � � � � � � � 887-3400
Pythian Castle  � � � � � � � � � � � � 865-1464
Rumors Cabaret � � � � � � � � � � � 886-8284
Springfield’s Incredible Pizza � � 501-0826
Springfield Little Theatre  � � � � � 869-1334
Swing Right Golf  � � � � � � � � � � 882-1222
Information
Nixa Area Chamber  
of Commerce � � � � � � � � � � � � � 725-1545
Springfield Convention 
& Visitors Bureau � � � � � � 800-678-8767
Restaurants & More
417 Tap House  � � � � � � � � � � � 942-0958
Archie’s Italian Eatery � � � � � � � 720-1763
Black Market Smokehouse � � � � 831-5300
Café Cusco � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 868-8088
Cielito Lindo Mexican � � � � � � � 886-3320 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 886-7676
Classic Rock Coffee  � � � � � � � � 343-2244
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 647-2233
Cows Pajamas � � � � � � � � � � � � 365-2013
Davalon  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 569-4478
Earth’s Harvest � � � � � � � � � � � � 631-8774
El Maguey Mexcian � � � � � � � � 865-1453
Gailey’s Breakfast Café � � � � � � 866-5500
Godfathers Pizza � Ingram Mill 881-7777 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �Nixa 725-4933 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Battlefield 877-8787 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �Ozark 581-9292
Golden Corral � � � � � Primrose 883-6767 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �Branson 336-6297
Houlihan’s � � � � � � � � � � South 883-3434 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � North 862-7777
Leong’s Asian Diner � � � � � � � � 887-7500
London Calling � � � � � � � � � � � � 380-7943
Not’Cho Ordinary Taco  � � � � � 399-1101
Olive Branch � � � � � � � � � � � � � 241-6608
Spring Creek Tea Room� � � � � � 582-1331
Springfield’s Incredible Pizza � � 501-0826
Super Sport Bar � � � � � � � � � � � 350-1425
Taj Mahal Indian  � � � � � � � � � � 719-4573
Van Gogh’s Eeterie � � � � � � � � � 380-7698
Wheelhouse  � � � � � � � � � � � � � 379-6891
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 430-0400
Shopping/Services
Merry Moore Boutique � � � � � � 844-0603
Chabom Teas + Spices � � � � � � 380-7698
Crystalline Velvet  � � � � � � � � � � 319-5177
CStreet Market � � � � � � � � � � � � 812-5545
Keller Williams/Trey Watson � � 773-4023
My Movers  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 882-6683
Patricia’s Store � � � � � � � � � � � � 881-8444
Spring Creek Antiques  � � � � � � 581-5914

©2020 Golden Corral

2020 E. Primrose Place

Springfield, MO
3551 Shepherd of the Hills Expressway 

 Branson, MO

NEW LOOK, 
SAME GREAT TASTE!
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What started out as a car lot selling work-trucks with a mechanic 
garage inside, is now Springfield’s newest Food Truck Park on 
Route 66.

Located at 1530 E St Louis St, right on Route 66, the Food Truck Park has 
taken on the historical significance of the location. Before starting this new 
venture, the owner, Kirk, took the drive across Route 66 himself from Chicago 
to Santa Monica. One thing that Kirk came across on his drive were 11 statues 
originally called “Muffler Man Giants.” Kirk found someone that knows how 
to recreate these statues and had him make one that was holding two spatulas 
and had a chef’s hat on. Kirk named him “Carl” and he is the perfect symbol 
for the Food Truck Park, celebrating the past and welcoming the present. 

There are currently nine food trucks on the lot and a diner-like seating area 
and full bar in what was the mechanic’s garage. Food trucks include: The 
Wheelhouse – an original St Louis Street food truck – featuring items like 
nachos, burritos, quesadillas and vegan cauliflower; London Calling fea-
tures pasties like their traditional “Oggie” filled with steak, onion, potatoes 
and rutabaga, others include “Tikka,” “Bangers and Mash,” “Bombay” and 
“Bacon Cheeseburger;” Not’cho Ordinary Taco, featuring different flavored 
tacos like “cordon bleu,” “po boy” and “cheesesteak;” the Olive Branch has 
different Mediterranean options like choosing between a pita and bowl and 
adding protein and toppings; Classic Rock features they’re excellent coffee 
but also has a great sandwich called “The War Pig,” cinnamon rolls and pro-
tein shakes; Davalon has hibachi or teriyaki bowls, dogs, wings and bulgogi 
cheesesteak potstickers for an eclectic Asian menu; Earth’s Harvest is a 
100% plant-based food truck that features vegetarian options like “squash 
croquettes” and “roasted parmesan cauliflower.” A new addition is The 
Cow’s Pajamas – offering hand-crafted frozen desserts, including ice cream, 
sorbets, and ice-cream sandwiches, all served on a one-of-a-kind tricycle!

And don’t forget the bar inside! They can make any drink you’d like and 
also have a menu of cocktails as well as beer and wine. It’s the perfect place 
to spend an afternoon in the summer and immerse yourself in the history of 
Route 66. 

Route 66 Food Truck Park is located at 1530 E St Louis St. For hours of 
each different food truck, check out their social media pages. Hours range 
from 11am to 8pm for the different trucks. n

Cover Story

Birthplace of Route
66 Food Truck Park
by Meredith Tatum

Big things to see and 
do in Springfield
I n addition to Carl the giant 

chef from Route 66 Food 
Truck Park (as shown on the 

cover), Springfield is home to 
other BIG attractions. Have you 
ever dreamed of seeing the World’s 
Largest Fork? Well now you can 
fulfill that dream, stop the car and 
take photos!

Located in the quaint Chester-
field Village, 2215 W Chesterfield 
Blvd, this 35-foot tall, 11-ton uten-
sil is the biggest fork in the world! 

Springfield also boasts many 
large sculptures – see our article 
and photos on page 22. Another 
large public sculpture is 23-foot-
tall Kinetic Man, by Russ RuBert, 
which resides in Jordan Valley 
Park. We are glad you are here in 
Springfield – we will show you a 
BIG time!  n
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2953 S National, 886-3320 and 3530 
S Campbell, 886-7676. Cielito Lindo’s 
claim to fame is that it’s been feed-
ing Springfieldians for over 20 years. 
What makes the restaurant different 
from other, newer Mexican options? 
The food is more fresh, more authentic, 
customers feel more at home. Sure, you 
can get Mexican food anywhere, but a 
fresh, cheesy chile relleno and delicious 
made-in-house chorizo? Cielito Lindo, 
a Springfield favorite, has you covered. 
Don’t forget the pico de gallo and white 
cheese dip. If you’re looking for excellent 
customer service, you must visit Cielito 
Lindo today!

1530 E St Louis at the Route 66 Food 
Truck Park,, 417-249-1110. The Cow’s 
Pajamas offers hand-crafted frozen desserts, 
including ice cream, sorbets, and ice-cream 
sandwiches, all served from our one-of-a-
kind tricycle! Beat the summer heat with a 
deliciously cold treat that you can enjoy at 
the park or at home!

1530 E St Louis at the Route 66 Food Truck 
Park, 417-343-2244 and 1230 US Hwy 
60 in Republic, 417-647-2233. These two 
Classic Rock Coffee locations are family 
owned and operated and we take pride in 
both our product and service. Our award 
winning coffees are made from beans that 
are locally roasted right here in Springfield. 
We serve hot and iced lattes, and frappes 
in more flavors than you can imagine, 
and have the largest amount of sugar free 
options in town. But, we’re so much more 
than coffee. We also offer smoothies, high 
quality protein shakes, hand crafted energy 
drinks, flavored lemonades, cinnamon 
rolls, and the best customer service around! 
Come experience the Route 66 Food Truck 
Park or if you’re staying in, we deliver 
through DoorDash, Grubhub and Post-
mates. Our Coffee Rocks!

234 E. Commercial,  868-8088. After 
hiking the Inca Trails with his best friend 
from Lima, Chef Joe Gidman decided 
to bring Peruvian cuisine to Springfield.  
Inside one of the city’s oldest buildings 
on Historic Commercial Street, Café 
Cusco is a delight to the eyes and taste 
buds. Offering a wide variety including 
many gluten free, vegan/vegetarian op-
tions, Cusco has been heralded a “Gem of 
Springfield” and a favorite among locals. 
$$ Lunch/ Dinner, family friendly, and 
full service bar. Enjoy our happy hour, 
Sun-Thur 3-5:30pm and Friday & Sat in 
our lounge from 8-10pm. Buen Provecho! 
Discover Peru! www.cafecusco.com

631 S Kimbrough, 831-5300. Opened 
in July 2018, we specialize in authentic, 
pit-smoked meats prepared in the classic 
Southern technique of smoking on hickory 
and cherry wood. We also incorporate a 
variety of flavor profiles that represent our 
local communities. We are ideally located 
in a crossroads between St. Louis, Kansas 
City, Memphis and Texas. We like to think 
of ourselves as a collective of BBQ styles 
and culture. Black Market Smokehouse also 
serves up a wide selection of traditional and 
nontraditional sides that change seasonally. 
We feature craft beers, and a wide range of 
nonalcoholic beverages. In classic barbecue 
style, we offer walk-up service to our coun-
ter on a first-come, first-served basis. www.
blackmarket-smokehouse.com

DISCOVER  
your new 
favorite

431 S. Jefferson, Ste. 160 in the Wilhoit 
Plaza, 942-0958. 417 Taphouse is the 
area’s first pour your own draft beer 
experience. Come try your hand at pour-
ing the perfect pint from one of the 16 
self-serve taps, or hit up the full service 
bar for other options. Find an interest-
ing pairing with kitchen specialties like 
hand cut curly fries covered with various 
toppings or chicken & waffles. Challenge 
your friends to a game of Mario Kart, 
skee ball, shuffleboard, or any of the 
other games available. Stop in today to 
have an experience like no other in town. 
417tap.com

1410 E. Republic Rd, 417-720-1763. If 
you’re looking for several pastas in a 
gluten free option, Archie’s is the place 
for you. To include fettuccini, spaghetti, 
and linguini. Also providing several 
vegetarian options, including items for 
vegans. To include all noodles, marinara 
sauce, Italian bread, and spaghetti squash 
with beetballs. The Italian dishes are 
old world authentic dishes. Their Italian 
bread is made fresh from scratch daily. 
They also have several options for fresh 
homemade dessert to include Tiramisu, 
Italian Wedding Cake, Carrot Cake, 
Crème Brule, and Cannolli dip. Old 
world authentic dishes and atmosphere! 
Online ordering and delivery available. 
archiesitalian.com

The listings of restaurants and entertainment on these pages are recommended by this publication and include our advertisers. The 
information includes basic details about each location including address, phone number, hours and a brief description of the type of 
food. It is strongly suggested that you phone to confirm hours and make reservations.

Restaurant guide

1530 E St Louis at the Route 66 Food Truck 
Park, 417-983-2300. As the only 100% 
plant based restaurant in Springfield, Earth’s 
Harvest is a food truck that provides unique 
options for vegans and vegetarians, as well 
as items suitable for individuals on a gluten-
free diet. Offering comfort foods like BBQ 
sandwiches, frizzled portobello mushrooms, 
cinnamon rolls, & soft serve ice cream, the 
menu (with pick-up options) is available 
at www.earthsharvest.net or delivery from 
DoorDash. Follow us on facebook/earth-
sharvestsgf for news and deals!”

1530 E St Louis at the Route 66 Food 
Truck Park, 417-569-4478. We are an 
Asian Fusion food truck. With 17 years of 
chef experience working at Ocean Zen you 
can expect a mix of Korean, Japanese & 
Chinese! We will keep some items more 
traditional, but the rest will have a pleasant 
TWIST! Make sure to check in on our 
Facebook... We will be running Twisted 
features once in a while to keep things fun! 
Need catering for a corporate event, party, 
family get-together, holiday or even your 
wedding? Give a ring and we can help! 
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1540 W Republic Rd., 417-887-7500.  
Welcome to Leong’s Asian Diner, the 
place where east meets west! Our mission 
is to offer favorites from the original 
Leong’s Tea House alongside new 
interpretations of hearty dishes from tra-
ditional continental cuisine, and to serve 
our guests in an upscale and comfortable 
diner atmosphere for reasonable prices.  
Springfield-style cashew chicken comes 
with a well-documented story. In the 
1970s, David Leong’s dish had become 
such a part of the Springfield culinary 
scene that there were literally hundreds 
of restaurants serving their version of this 
ubiquitous dish—and still do today.  At 
Leong’s Asian Diner, guests can comfort-
ably enjoy hearty and delicious fare that 
reflects our pledge: to honor culinary 
traditions from both hemispheres and to 
deliver cuisine in new and exciting ways, 
all without having to break the bank! 
Come in, sit a spell, and let us take care 
of you! We promise you’ll be back to 
try our many menu offerings and daily 
specials! If you need to book a business 
meeting or party, give us a call.

Two great locations in Springfield, 2110 
S. Republic Rd, at intersection of James 
River and S. Glenstone  417-883-3434 & 
2431 N. Glenstone, corner of Kearney and 
Glenstone in the Double Tree Hotel, 417-
862-7777.  For premium quality and style; 
fare that’s at times familiar and other times 
adventurous and a laid-back modern set-
ting, Houlihan’s is a true original. Whether 
you’re looking for a great meal for lunch 
or dinner, or just a place to unwind with the 
best Springfield happy hour, Houlihan’s 
restaurant provides a great dining experi-
ence. Drink up their happy hour specials, 
check out their current happenings or just 
find your favorite item on the menu. Come 
see us and see what all the fuss is about. 
www.houlihans.com

2850 S. Campbell Ave, 417-877-3030. 
Located in south Springfield, Incredible 
Pizza Company offers a wide range of 
foods in their all-you-can-eat buffet that 
is sure to satisfy every craving! Enjoy 
their fresh salad bar, hot dogs, tacos, 
pasta, soups, home-style foods, desserts, 
and of course, their famous hand-made 
pizza. Want a certain type of pizza? Ask 
and they’ll make it fresh, just for you! 
After you’re done eating, hang out for 
a while and play games that are fun for 
all ages! Incredible Pizza also offers its 
pizza and buffet items to go. Open Sun-
Thurs 11am-9pm, Fri 11am-10pm, Sat 
10:30am-10pm.

2020 E Primrose in Springfield and 3551 
Shepherd of the Hills Expwy. in Branson. 
Golden Corral’s legendary, endless buffet 
features an abundant variety of delicious 
familiar favorites and continuous new menu 
offerings for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
Golden Corral’s legendary, endless dinner 
buffet features an enormous variety with 
15 proteins including USDA, grilled to 
order sirloin steaks, pork, seafood, shrimp, 
and chicken. We are especially proud to 
serve USDA sirloin, aged and hand-cut 
daily by our in-restaurant butchers. The 
endless lunch buffet features a wide variety 
of home-style classics like our pot roast 
simmered for 12-hours, made-from-scratch 
meatloaf, crispy fried chicken, creamy mac 
and cheese, made-from-scratch mashed 
potatoes, beloved Bourbon Street Chicken, 
so many fresh salad choices and dozens of 
other items. Our endless breakfast buffet 
features made-to-order omelets, fluffy 
pancakes, hot-off-the griddle sausage and 
bacon, fruit, French toast, pastries and much 
more. Our bakery and dessert buffet are 
filled with freshly baked breads, like our 
famous yeast rolls, homemade cakes and 
pies, delicious cookies, brownies, pastries, 
and ice cream.

Four locations to serve you: 1832 S Ingram 
Mill in Springfield, 881-7777; 1890 Deffer 
Dr. in Nixa, 725-4933; 510 E South St. 
in Ozark, 581-9292; and 5453 Highway 
FF in Battlefield, 877-8787. Serving the 
original family-style pizza, piled high with 
real cheese and fresh ingredients on quality 
dough done right. Now serving every day 
buffet, with pizza, salad and desserts for 
under $9! Nixa and Ozark have lunch and 
dinner buffets, and Battlefield and Spring-
field serve their buffet at lunch only. Order 
online and see our menu at godfathers.com.

Gailey’s Breakfast Café is a quaint diner 
full of history in downtown Springfield 
just south of the square. A favorite 
among locals and tourists alike, Gailey’s 
has been serving patrons since origi-
nal owners Joe and Buelah opened the 
corner fountain drugstore in 1942. Today 
Gailey’s is known for their #1 Breakfast 
but also offers a wide variety of dinner 
options, as well as a full bar with drafts 
and a great selection of cocktails. Open 7 
days a week with late hours Wed-Sat until 
10pm and live music on weekends.

631 North Glenstone, corner of Chestnut 
Expressway & Glenstone, 865-1453. Very 
convenient to all hotels in the center of 
Springfield. Authentic Mexican cuisine 
, full service bar, fresh air patio, Happy 
Hour Margarita specials, very enjoyable 
combination dinners offered at “Springfield 
Visitor Special” prices. Open seven days a 
week from 11 a.m.; Monday-Saturday until 
10 p.m.; Sunday until 9 p.m. Buenos Dias!

1530 E St Louis at the Route 66 Food Truck 
Park, 417-380-7943. London Calling Pasty 
Company serves the great British comfort 
food known as The Pasty (pass-tee) as well 
as a variety of hand-made British foods 
like Shepherd’s Pies, traditional Sausage 
Rolls and Banoffee Pies. Our products are 
freshly made and hot out of the oven, ready 
to grab and go. You can also purchase them 
to ‘take & bake’ in the comfort of your own 
home. Come visit us and you can eat on an 
authentic Double Decker Bus to complete 
the British experience.

1530 E St Louis at the Route 66 Food 
Truck Park, 417-399-1101. A fan favorite 
and award-winning food truck. Not’Cho 
Ordinary Taco offers a unique and creative 
blend of cuisines served up in the most 
delicious tacos you’ll ever taste! Ingredients 
are locally sourced and prepared fresh daily. 
Regular menu items range from $6 to $12, 
along with daily and weekly chef’s specials. 
Call ahead your order, order through grub-
hub or enjoy a night out at Springfield’s one 
of a kind Route 66 Food Truck Park. Peace, 
Love, Tacos! 

1530 E St Louis at the Route 66 Food Truck 
Park, 417-241-6608. The Olive Branch is 
a Mediterranean kitchen on wheels where 
we pull from all regions of the Mediter-
ranean to bring you all our favorites with 
our own midwest flair. Everything is made 
right there on the truck and we use nothing 
but fresh ingredients in order to deliver the 
freshest meal you can get anywhere.

107 S 3rd St, Ozark, 417-582-1331. Open 
with the same owners since 1998! What a 
delightful tea room nestled in an antique 
mall wonderland. Browse the many booths 
of antiques, shabby chic, re-purposed, 
vintage, retro and much more as you wait 
for your table. Spring Creek Tea Room 
offers a creation of unique food choices of 
soups, sandwiches, salads, quiche (Friday 
only), decadent desserts, teas and coffees!  
Elegant lunchtime and shopping experience 
all under one roof! Please call or go online 
for hours. Their strawberry soup is amazing 
and the desserts are legendary!

Spring Creek 
Antiques &  
Tea Room



HAPPY HOUR & HALF PRICE WINE BOTTLE TUESDAYS

Two Great Springfield Locations!

2431 N. Glenstone
417.862.7777

2110 E. Republic Rd.
417.883.3434

sign up for our email club at houlihans.com to recieve:

•   $10 welcome email offer
•   free entrée on your birthday
•   exclusive access behind the scenes at Houlihan’s
•   lots of other swag
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334 E Commercial Street, 417-380-7698. 
Van Gogh’s Eeterie is Springfield’s only 
restaurant specializing in Indo-Dutch 
cuisine and traditional dishes from the 
Netherlands. Offering breakfast and 
lunch throughout the week and dinner on 
the weekends. A contemporary Western 
European atmosphere inspired by Dutch 
Artists. Handmade stroopwafels, large 
crepe-like pancakes and many other treats 
will bring you instantly from Springfield 
to Amsterdam. This charming eaterie is 
located in Springfield’s Historic District in 
the heart of Commercial Street.  Hours are 
Tues-Thur 10am-9pm; Fri-Sat 8am-9pm; 
and Sun 8am-2pm. Follow us on facebook/
VanGoghsEeterie! 

1530 E St Louis at the Route 66 Food Truck 
Park, 417-379-6891. We are family owned 
and have been in Springfield for almost nine 
years! The Wheelhouse serves delicious 
fusion dishes using high quality ingredients. 
We focus on fusion food with fresh and 
bright flavors! Our menu is house crafted 
from quality produce, meat, and spices. We 
pay attention to the dietary needs of many 
and offer options for vegetarians, vegans, 
meat eaters, and gluten free. In town for a 
while? Be sure to visit our second location 
featuring a full menu and bar in the lobby 
of the VIB Hotel at 1845 East Sunshine, 
417-430-0400.

1250 E. Republic Rd., 417-719-4573. 
Everything on the menu is made from 
scratch. They serve all dishes mild, but all 
entrées can be prepared with a range of 
spicy heat. You can ask for mild, medium 
or hot. People like the restaurant’s buffet, 
because they’re able to sample different 
dishes. The most popular dish, the chicken 
tikka masala, starts with chicken breast 
marinated in spices and yogurt. Like a lot of 
Indian food, the popular dish is cooked in a 
clay oven called a tandoor. For those of you 
unfamiliar with Indian cuisine, all items are 
described in simple English terms. In case 
you need further assistance, please ask our 
manager. We are delighted to assist.,For the 
best dining experience, every dish is indi-
vidually prepared to ensure freshness and 
quality. Now, please settle back, relax and 
enjoy a most pleasurable dining experience.

TAJ MAHAL
Indian Restaurant

1530 E St Louis at the Route 66 Food Truck 
Park, 417-350-1425. The Super Sport Bar 
located inside the Route 66 Food Truck 
Park offers your favorite cold beers, wines 
and seltzers. While enjoying your favorite 
food truck meals, visit the air-conditioned 
bar. Sit in our 74 truck bed dining booth.
Our inside dining area provides a great 
place to relax and enjoy your evening.
Daily drink specials. Open 7 days a week.

Restaurant guide, continued

Say you saw it in

See more information about 
Rt 66 Food Truck Park on the 
back cover of this magazine. 
So many delicious options to 
choose from in one location!



 Welcome to Springfield  July/August 2020  11

Home of the Original 
Springfield Style  

Cashew Chicken –  
A Springfield Tradition 

Since 1963

1540 W. Republic Rd. 
417-887-7500

www.leongsasiandiner.com 
www.leongsasianfoods.com
Need to book a business meeting 
or holiday party? Give us a call!

Find our original sauces in local grocery stores.

Springfield may not make it into the headlines often, but it is famous for 
one thing both nationally and globally: Cashew Chicken—Springfield 
style. At Leong’s Asian Diner, on West Republic, the legacy continues as 

Springfield’s original cashew chicken is served daily, and the tradition lives on.
Most Springfieldians embrace the Leong story as a Springfield classic, her-

alding it as one of those “American dream” tales we all love.  
In 1940 David Leong, who recently celebrated his 99th birthday, emi-

grated from Guangdong, China. He served in World War II, and afterwards 
cooked his way through Philadelphia, New Orleans, Pensacola, and finally 
made one last move to Springfield, where, little did he know, he’d strike gold. 
Leong worked the kitchen at a couple of different supper clubs after arriv-
ing in Springfield. One of them, The Grove, was where Leong started serving 
Chinese-inspired dishes, and began to experiment with the dish that would 
become cashew chicken.

Deciding to open his own restaurant was the next step, and in 1963 Leong’s 
Tea House was born. The 350-seat white tablecloth restaurant did exceedingly 
well, serving cashew chicken and Leong’s famous egg rolls. With the success of 
the Tea House, other restaurants followed suit.

The Tea House was more than a 30-year success. It ensured that cashew 
chicken became a staple in Springfield cuisine. Cashew chicken is a mix of here 
and there, of two cultures. At its base is the American Midwestern and South-
ern affinity for fried chicken, but infused with Chinese flavors. The chicken is 
served on a bed of fried rice with Chinese oyster sauce and cashews. 

Today there are more than 70 Chinese restaurants in Springfield, serving 

cashew chicken. It’s the norm; it’s a 
staple; and one Leong is at it again.

From 1997 to 2010, Springfield 
went without a Leong-owned res-
taurant. Locals missed their original 
Chinese restaurateurs. In 2010, 
Leong’s Asian Diner opened its doors, 
and since then, the restaurant has 
experienced great success!

The “diner” stars Leong’s son, Chef 
Wing Yee, and features lunch, dinner, 
and take-out menus offering the regu-
lars: cashew chicken, along with it’s 
variants; sweet and sour chicken, and 
general chicken. There are other Chinese dishes as well, but the menu also has 
other items to please the masses, including: Caesar salad, Angus beef and Swiss 
sandwiches, fries, mac and cheese, and even pizza for the kids. A full service 
bar is available, with a four-page wine and beer list, including seven different 
kinds of sake. 

Leong’s Asian Diner is located at 1540 W. Republic Street and is open from 
11 am-10 pm Mon- Sat, and 11 am-8 pm Sun. To check on other events at Le-
ong’s Asian Diner, visit their website at leongsasiandiner.com, or call 887-7500.

Make sure to complete your Springfield experience with tradition, at 
Leong’s Asian Diner. n

Leong’s Asian Diner, home of the original 
Springfield style cashew chicken
by Meredith Tatum

Congratulations to Chef Wing Leong 
with Leong’s Asian Diner. He was 
honored by the Springfield-Branson 
American Culinary Federation “Chef 
of the Year”. He was also awarded 
the Springfield/Branson American 
Culinary Federation Marcel Bonetti 
Professionalism Award.



It all started with love at a fountain 
drugstore. Joe and Beulah Gailey 
met and fell in love in one of 

America’s beautiful past-time estab-
lishments where patrons could get 
their medicine and other household 
items while also stopping to eat lunch 
or dinner. After marrying, Joe and 
Beulah Gailey decided they would 
open their own fountain drugstore in 
downtown Springfield in 1942, close 
to Route 66. Joe was in charge of the 
pharmacy and Beulah would fix burg-
ers, chili and milkshakes. Now, long 
after those fountain store days, the 
tradition has been kept alive – and ex-
panded. Gailey’s currently inhabits its 
original corner location and also the 
next two spaces over, one being Hotel 
Seville, which sat beside the original 
Gailey’s. There are a few modern 
updates, but the history all stands 
the way it used to. The original diner 

stools as well as Beulah’s original burger flipping “station” remain right where 
they were. Additions have been added to the expansive menu over the years 
including a large selection of omelets, breakfast dishes, skillets, burgers and 
even a large bar menu. Order the famous “Downtowner” that comes with two 
eggs any style, with choice of potato, pork and toast. “The Brit” is also another 
go-to for many locals, capturing a traditional English breakfast. It features two 
eggs any style, English sausage, an English muffin and your choice of potato. 

Or enjoy the “Drugstore Burger” 
featuring a third pound ground beef 
patty cooked to temp and served with 
your choice of cheese, lettuce, tomato, 
onion and pickle. There is also a selec-
tion of breakfast and brunch drinks 
like mimosas, bloody marys and also 
currently a spring drink menu. For 
those who are looking for traditional 
drinks there’s also a full bar and seven 
taps with local and national bar selec-
tions. Gailey’s is open 7am to 3pm 
Sunday to Tuesday and 7am to 10pm 
Wednesday to Saturday. Come experi-
ence Springfield’s rich history in one 
of its original burger joints!

Gailey’s is located at 220 E Walnut 
and can be reached by phone at 
417.866.5500 and online at gai-
leysbreakfast.com. n
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Visit Gailey’s Breakfast Cafe for a 
new twist on an old favorite
by Meredith Tatum
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Offering 
old world 
authentic 
Italian 
cuisine

Gluten-free and vegetarian options
Pasta  |  Salads  |  Sandwiches

Soup  |  Appetizers
Bread made from scratch daily

Fresh homemade desserts

417-720-1763 • archiesitalian.com
1410 E Republic Road • Springfield, MO

 archiesitalian     archies italian eatery

Online ordering: toasttab.com/archiesitalian
DELIVERY: CarGo • PostMates • GrubHub • DoorDash • Uber Eats

Rick and Cheryl Barsness, found-
ers of Incredible Pizza Com-
pany, met at Cheryl’s first job 

in Grand Forks, North Dakota. They 
married and moved to Victoria, Texas 
where they owned 12 pizza restaurants 
and had 5 children. Rick attended a 
pizza show every year and after stum-
bling upon a video game convention, 
he proposed the idea of adding games 
to his pizza restaurants. Soon after, a 
giant hole was knocked into the wall 
and a game room was added, holding 
10-15 games. Seeing the success of the 
game room filled Rick and Cheryl with 
a desire to add rides and activities.

After realizing Incredible Pizza’s 
potential, the couple decided on 
a 150+ item, all-American buffet. 
It features tacos, hot dogs, soups, 
home-style foods, pasta, a salad bar, 
dessert bar, and of course, hand-
made pizza. When families are 
finished eating they can enjoy the 
fairgrounds, just like Rick and Cheryl 
did growing up. With 6 activities, 
30 games, and a giant prize counter, 
Incredible Pizza Company offers all 
the fun your family could ever want.

Incredible Pizza has continued 
to grow not only in the number of 
locations but also in its number of 
activities and games. Our incredible 

fairgrounds is where you can find 
all of our games come to life! It’s 
completely indoors, temperature-
controlled, and operated by 
trained entertainment staff. With 
activities like Go Karts, Laser Tag, 
Beat Saber, Bumper Cars, Lost in 
Space, and a Spring Town Tram-
poline Park, you’ll never run out of 
things to do at Incredible Pizza!

Incredible Pizza is open Sunday 
through Thursday from 11am-9pm, 
Friday from 11am-10pm, and Saturday 
from 10:30am-10pm. Come on in and 
experience the #1 Family Entertain-
ment Center in the world.

Whether you come for the buf-
fet, the games, or both, Incredible 
Pizza creates a warm and welcoming 
environment that is sure to bring your 
family and friends together. Incredible 
Pizza is located at 2850 S. Campbell 
Avenue. Visit our website at incredi-
blepizza.com or give us a call at 417-
887-3030. n

Great food, great fun, 
INCREDIBLE memories 
await you at Incredible Pizza
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631 NORTH GLENSTONE AVENUE

417.865.1453  |  elmagueyspg.com

Full Service Bar

SPECIAL COUPON OFFERS

BUY ONE COMBO,  
GET 2ND COMBO HALF PRICE

$3 OFF ANY FOOD PURCHASE  
OF $20 OR MORE

THURSDAY HAPPY HOUR 
MARGARITA SPECIALS 

20 oz. $4.50

One coupon per table. Valid for lunch & dinner.  
Expires 8-31-20 WTS

Experience authentic Mexican flavor  
served with pride at El Maguey
by Mike Schilling

I f you want to experience authentic Mexican flavor (rather than a Texas dish 
with a Mexican name) then head to El Maguey, where they pride themselves 
in what they serve, as well as how they serve it, with delicious food and excep-

tional service.
Before you even begin your meal, you will get a taste of what is so unique about 

El Maguey. They offer complimentary chips and two types of salsa, mild and hot, 
both of which are made fresh from scratch. Their mild sauce is delicious, but if you 
want to add a little extra “zing in your zanger,” then try the hot sauce. After taking 
a bite, it stares up at you from its cream-colored bowl like a single dark eye that 
seems to bear the expression of a bandit challenging you to a draw.

“I dare you to reach for your drink,” it says with its peppery glare. But go ahead. 
Cool your mouth because you’re going to want more. Its fresh flavor with just the 
right amount of spicyness, sets it above the appetizers of other Mexican restau-
rants. El Maguey’s queso dip is also made from scratch, so if you are in the mood 
for something a bit more mild, then you can still be assured that you are begin-
ning your dining experience with fresh food.

Don’t worry about leaving El Maguey hungry, because the portions are large 
enough to make you thankful for the extra holes in your belt. They also have a 
kid’s menu and a vegetarian menu. With more than 30 combination items on the 
menu, including favorites like tamales made from scratch and chimichangas, lots 
of dinner items and many other Mexican specialties you are sure to leave on a full 
stomach.

However, the hardest part may be choosing from among so many fresh and 

delicious choices, and you can count on excellent suggestions from your waitress.
The staff at El Maguey exemplifies the definition of service. Some have even 

said that it’s the staff that truly makes El Maguey stand apart from the competi-
tion. They seem to genuinely love serving their guests, as if they were an honored 
guest in their own home. To become a guest at El Maguey, go to 631 N. Glenstone 
Avenue, the very convenient corner of Glenstone and Chestnut Expressway. To 
make reservations call 417-865-1453. n
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A rtistic and modern yet cozy, Van Gogh’s Eeterie is the newest brain-
child of Joe and Claire Gidman, co-owners of the much-applauded 
Cafe Cusco. Gidman is tackling another of his favorite regions, this 

time one that’s in Europe instead of South America.
“There were three exchange students from Rotterdam at my university and 

we became very good friends,” said Gidman, “and then I actually went to their 
university in Holland and studied for a year.”

Gidman explained that Rotterdam, a city of South Holland, is a very modern, 
contemporary and international, and is what the decor in Van Gogh’s is reflective 
of. This contemporary style is airy, light, happy. And so is the food.

“One of the things that I loved about being in the Netherlands was of course 
the Dutch pancake. It’s very, very different from an American pancake,” said Gid-
man. “I really loved more of the savory options and they were kind of taken aback 
by these fluffy, sweet breakfast things that we have. In Holland, the pancake is 
something that you would eat for lunch or dinner.”

Lucky for us, Van Gogh has an extensive Dutch pancake list, available all day. 
The savory menu includes options like “Sunflowers” made with scrambled eggs, 
sunflower pesto, bacon, skillet chips and cheese, and the “Rotterdam” made with 
shwarma beef, lettuce, cucumber, creamy garlic dill and curry ketchup. On the 
sweet side are options like the “Pirates of the Caribbean,” made with brandy-fired 
raisins, banana, cinnamon and caramel.

Breakfast options include the “Brexit,” a traditional English breakfast, complete 
with all of the components: eggs, bacon, smoked sausage, skillet chips, fried 

tomato, sauteed mushroom, baked beans and toast.
Lunch items include appetizers like “Dutch Fries - Pataje,” which are crispy, 

gold potatoes served with pickled onions, frites sauce, curry ketchup and peanut 
sauce, “Edam Brandy and Cheese Dip Kaasdoop,” which is Edam cheese melted 
with milk and brandy, served with bread and vegetables. There are also a selection 
of Dutch cheese boards, salads, soups and sandwiches.

Dinner entree options include delicious treats like  “Kerrie Kip,” made with 
chicken, peppers and pineapple in a lemon curry coconut sauce over rice and 
simple greens, and “Van Gogh’s Ear,” made with orechiette pasta, broccoli, 
smoked sausage, tossed in lemon garlic and anchovy sauce with aged cheese.

The drink menu includes the first kombucha bar in a restaurant in Springfield 
and is accompanied by optional natural syrups that can be added to make your 
kombucha really “pop.” A selection of European wines are available, as well as 
beers are Dutch, Belgian or from White River Brewing Company which resides 
on Commercial street as well.

Van Gogh’s Eeterie is open Mon-Thurs, 10am-9pm, Fri-Sat 8am-9pm; and 
Sunday from 8am-2pm. The restaurant can be reached online at www.vangogh-
seeterie.com, by phone at 417.344.0085 and is located at 334 E Commercial St. n

Experience a taste of Europe 
at Van Gogh’s Eeterie
by Meredith Tatum; photo by Paige Muller
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U pon entrance, the senses are assaulted kindly with the deep smell of sage, 
cardamom, cinnamon, and other scents, ever changing as you move up 
and down the aisles. 

These fragrances create a kind of warmth throughout the store; perfectly wel-
come as we enter the winter months. A hot cup of tea procured from the selection 
only adds to the comfort as you browse through the store.

“We wanted people to be able to experience high quality ingredients and experi-
ment with them, without being bound to a massive quantity,” Joe Gidman says.

Gidman and his mother Claire are the owners of the city-renowned Peruvian 
restaurant Cafe Cusco, and have recently opened a bulk tea and spice shop down 
the street, fondly named Chabom.

“‘Cha’ means tea, and ‘bom’ means good in Portuguese. The whole word ‘cha-
bom’ also means tea tray in Japanese,” Gidman explains.

Aptly named, and completely true to its word, the shop has 86 different loose 
leaf teas, and hundreds of different cooking elements including spices, salts and 
sugars. 

A great perk of coming in to choose from their teas is being able to taste before 
you buy.

“We wanted people to experience what they’re considering buying, so customers 
can bring a jar of loose leaf tea to the front and we’ll make them a hot or cold cup 
of it for two dollars. We have a variety of sweeteners and different kinds of cream, 
frothed to perfection, for you to choose from to add to your cup,” Gidman says. 

He recalls sitting as a child in his grandmother’s kitchen as she cooked and 
cooked all day long for his large family, “she always had hot tea, always; usually 
chamomile. So I grew up drinking tea,” Gidman says.

Cafe Cusco has now moved to solely using Chabom’s spices, which gives us 

hope that maybe, with careful selection from the store, we too could create such 
great food. 

An employee is there to aid in selection and point you in the right direction for 
the dish you’re wanting to make. 

An additional perk in the store is the “Spice Rack Refill.” You simply bring the 
jars from your spice rack that are empty, and the store will fill the jars for you with 
their stock. All you pay for is the weight of the spice in the jar; a low cost and tasty 
way to replenish your everyday kitchen stash.

Chabom also carries gift items like tea pots, tea accessories, gluten-free and 
vegan baked goods, boxed teas from England, China and Japan that aren’t com-
monly seen, as well as tea cookies and shortbreads. 

On another note, the store also works with a local herbalist who’s created bath 
and body products that are “food grade,” which means you could actually eat the 
products. 

Gidman swears by them, saying that with dry skin in the winter, the best way to 
combat it is to use natural products that encourage the skin to re-moisture itself. 

Chabom also offers candles that are scented with essential oils and are soy based 
so that they create a burn that doesn’t offend anyone with allergies. 

Chabom is the only store of its kind in Springfield, and is well worth the visit. 
Stop in for a cup of warmth this winter and see what delicious goodies you can 
cook up with the help of their vast spice collection, as well as pick up a few gifts on 
your way!

Chabom is located at 209 E Commercial St. and can be reached at 417-719-
4311, and online at www.chabomteaspice.com. The store is open Monday through 
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and 
Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. n

Experience Chabom Teas & Spices on Commercial Street
by Meredith Tatum
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Sights & Attractions

Our top picks for essential 
Springfield experiences

Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World
1935 South Campbell, 891-5100. Visit the 
“grandaddy of all outdoor stores.” Don’t 
make a visit to Springfield without seeing 
the “Sportsman’s Paradise!” basspro.com

Dickerson Park Zoo
1401 W Norton Rd; 864-1800. An up-close 
adventure with hundreds of animals from 
around the world in natural surroundings. 
dickersonparkzoo.org

Discovery Center
438 St. Louis Street; 862-9910. Discovery 
Center is an interactive hands-on center for 
children of all ages. Imagine, create, have 
fun,  and learn. Traveling exhibits change 
through the year. discoverycenter.org

Fantastic Caverns
4872 N. Farm Road 125; I-44 & Hwy 13 
N. 417-833-2010. America’s Only Ride-
Through cave. 50-min. guided tour follows 
an ancient underground riverbed filled with 
massive formations. fantasticcaverns.com

Hammons Field
Corner of Hammons Parkway & Traf-
ficway, downtown Springfield. The home 
field of the Springfield Cardinals Double A 
Minor League team and the Missouri State 
Bears baseball team. milb.com/springfield

The History Museum on the Square 
155 Park Central Square, 417-832-1200. 
The History Museum on the Square exhib-
its the history of Springfield and Greene 
County. historymuseumonthesquare.org

Juanita K Hammons Hall for the 
Performing Arts
525 S. John Q. Hammons Parkway, 836-
7678. This beautiful 2,200-seat theatre on 
the campus of Missouri State University 
presents a wide variety of professional 
performances. HammonsHall.com

Landers Theater
311 E. Walnut; 869-1334. Home of the 
Springfield Little Theater, listed on the 
National Register of Historic Sites. The 
theater presents a wide range of produc-
tions with a talented pool of local people. 
springfieldlittletheatre.org
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Missouri Sports Hall of Fame
3861 E. Stan Musial Drive; 889-3100. 
The museum is filled with sports memo-
rabilia and interactive displays. You’re 
sure to enjoy this fun-packed museum! 
mosportshalloffame.com

Pythian Castle
1451 E Pythian St, 417-865-1464. His-
toric castle offering history tours, ghost 
tours, escape rooms, murder mystery, 
clue adventures games, holiday events. 
Check website for schedule and to make 
reservations. Online ordering discounts. 
pythiancastle.com

Route 66 Car Museum
1634 W. College, on Route 66, 417-861-
8004. Featured are 70 classic and sports 
cars, movie and celebrity cars.  
66carmuseum.com.

Springfield Art Museum
1111 E. Brookside Dr., 417-837-5700. 
ENJOY, LEARN, and CREATE at the 
Springfield Art Museum. Get inspired by 
our expansive permanent collection or a 
featured special exhibit. sgfmuseum.org

Springfield Conservation  
Nature Center
4600 S. Chrisman Ave.; 888-4237. With 
80 acres of hilly wilderness, the Center 
has three miles of woodchipped and paved 
hiking trails A variety of indoor educa-
tional exhibits include live animals and fish 
indigenous to the area. nature.mdc.mo.gov/
discover-nature/places/springfield-cnc

Springfield National Cemetery
1702 E. Seminole at Glenstone Avenue, 
881-9499. The only place in the United 
States where both Union and Confederate 
soldiers are buried in the same cemetery. 
cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/springfield

Springfield’s Incredible Pizza
2850 S. Campbell Ave, 417-877-3030. 
Voted the #1 Family Entertainment Cen-
ter in the world, twice! 150+ item, all-
American buffet that features a salad bar, 
hot dogs, tacos, pasta, soups, home-style 
foods, desserts, and pizza. When you’re 
finished eating, enjoy the fairgrounds 
with 6 activities, over 30 games, and a 
giant prize counter. incrediblepizza.com

Wild Animal Safari
124 Jungle Drive, Strafford, MO; 859-
5300. Take on our Wild Animal Safari 
from the comfort of your own vehicle, or 
go on our complimentary bus tour led by 
an Animal Safari Tour Guide.  
animalsafari.com/MO

Wilson’s Creek National  
Battlefield
M and ZZ from Hwy. 60, 732-2662. 
Site of 1861 Civil War battle. Visitors 
Center with audio-visual theatre, exhibits, 
library. Self-guided auto tour shows 
significant battle sites. nps.gov/wicr

Wonders of Wildlife National 
Museum and Aquarium
500 W Sunshine, 888-222-6060. 
Aquarium adventure showcasing live 
fish, mammals, reptiles and birds, and an 
immersive wildlife museum that brings 
visitors eye-to-eye with the greatest col-
lection of record-setting game animals 
ever assembled. wondersofwildlife.org

BP172320

THE LARGEST, MOST IMMERSIVE
 FISH AND WILDLIFE ATTRACTION IN THE WORLD. 

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! VISIT WONDERSOFWILDLIFE.ORG LOCATED NEXT TO BASS PRO SHOPS SPRINGFIELD, MO USA

BP172320

1451 E Pythian St
417-865-146 4
pythiancastle.com

Springfield is home 
to a historic castle 
offering history 
tours, ghost tours, 
escape rooms, 
murder mystery, clue 
adventure games, and 
holiday events. Must 
attend a scheduled 
event to visit the 
castle. Admission 
fee for anyone 5 and 
older. Each event has 
a scheduled start time 
and minimum to take 
place. Drop-in allowed 
once minimum is 
met and it is not sold 
out. Public events 
may be canceled 
during private rentals. 
Check website for 
schedule and to make 
reservations. Online 
ordering discounts.

Pythian
Castle
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Pets can bring 
their people!

Always FREE 4 
day old coffee

Over 250 booths  
& showcases

40,000 sq ft • Well-lit

Furniture • Antiques

Retro • Vintage 

Collectables

Front door parking

Air conditioned

Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-6
3335 W Sunshine • 417-869-5400

mikesunique.com

I HAVE TO TELL THE WORLD how incredibly 

happy I am with my advertising in the Welcome to 

Springfield Magazine. I have had more customers 

tell me that they came in because they found me in 

that magazine than any other advertising method 

that I’ve used this far. Not only is it affordable, but 

is worth every penny! If you have a Springfield area 

business...you really ought to give them a try!

Taffy Massey CrystallineVelvet

Shopping guide
Whether you are a local or a visitor, you will 
discover hidden gems all over the city. If you 
are searching for something practical, or 
whimsical you’re sure to find it in our locally 
owned shops. From decorative items for 
your home, to unique “hand crafted gifts, 
Vintage and elegant clothing, you will love 
the experience of shopping our beautiful 
“Queen City of the Ozarks”.

Spring Creek Antiques & Tea Room, 107 S 3rd St, Ozark, 
417-581-5914. Open with the same owners since 1998! What 
a delightful tea room nestled in an antique mall wonderland. 
Browse the many booths of antiques, shabby chic, re-purposed, 
vintage, retro and much more as you wait for your table. Spring 
Creek Tea Room offers a creation of unique food choices of 
soups, sandwiches, salads, quiche (Friday only), decadent des-
serts, teas and coffees!  Elegant lunchtime and shopping experi-
ence all under one roof! Please call or go online for hours. Their 
strawberry soup is amazing and the desserts are legendary!

The Merry Moore 
Boutique

Spring Creek 
Antiques
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Spring Creek
Antiques & Tea Room
Antiques • Primitives • Collectables

Antique Shop: 417-581-5914
Tea Room: 417-582-1331

107 S 3rd Street • Ozark, MO

The Merry Moore Boutique, 400 E. Walnut St, Ste 120, 
417-844-0603. Located in downtown Springfield on Historic 
Walnut Street, you’ll find a unique women’s boutique offering 
classy and fashionable women’s clothing and accessories 
that are all carefully hand-picked. You can catch the owner, 
Hayley, on Instagram and Facebook trying on new arrivals, 
showing off new products, discussing upcoming events, and 
giving behind the scenes sneak peeks. The Merry Moore is 
also focused on building a community of empowered women 
by offering events like game nights and craft tutorials led 
by other local entrepreneurs. Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram @themerrymoore and themerryshop.com.

Crystalline Velvet, 210 E Walnut St., 417-319-5177. Add 
more style and color to any attire by wearing artisan jewelry 
from CrystallineVelvet. We take pride in offering pieces that 
are truly distinctive and one of a kind. We carefully craft each 
accessory by hand using various materials, including sterling, 
filled, plated, crystal, semi-precious stone beads and more. 
Every piece of jewelry in our shop mirrors the creativity and 
resourcefulness of the artisan jewelers we work with. We also 
have a bead shop. Check us out on Facebook, Instagram, and 
www.crystallinevelvet.com.

Patricia’s, 1918 S. Glenstone, in the Plaza Shopping Cen-
ter on the corner of Sunshine and Glenstone, where fun and 
fantasy meet. 881-8444. You are invited to “Flirt With Style” 

by visiting one of the most unique stores in Springfield. We 
offer lingerie, novelties, movies and toys to the discriminating 
visitor who is interested in successful intimate relationships 
and partnerships. We are open seven days a week, 9 am-10 
pm Monday-Thursday, until midnight on Friday & Saturday 
nights, and noon to 10 pm on Sunday.

Chabóm Teas + Spices, 209 E. Commercial St., 417-719-
4311. Inspired by the Old World Portuguese tea and spice 
route. Chabom Teas + Spices is a unique specialty market in the 
Historic C Street district. This beautiful building replicating the 
seaport of Lisboa, offers quality bulk spices and loose leaf teas, 
an array of unique gifts, bath and body, candles, and a hot tea and 
pastry bar. Open every day at 10am tea time. Like us on Face-
book! WiFi, nursing mom’s safe spot, www.chabomteaspice.com

Chabóm  
Teas +  
Spices

Crystalline Velvet
A Gallery of Artisan Jewelry
Locally Hand Crafted Designs
Bead Shop • Bridal Jewelry

210 E Walnut St

417-319-5177

 

Mention this ad 
and receive
10% off

your purchase

Women’s Clothing, Shoes, Jewelry & Gifts
400 E Walnut St, Ste 120 • Springfield, MO • 417-844-0603

@themerrymoore • themerryshop.com
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Billowing by Jacob Burmood

The Defeat of Bigfoot by James Hall III Homespun by Nathan Pierce

Plight of Awá by Nick Willett

S culpture Walk Springfield 
is a privately funded grass 
roots organization dedicated 

to encouraging the artistic 
transformation of Springfield 
through outdoor sculpture, thus 
enhancing quality of life and 
promoting economic vitality. 
Founded in 2014, the organization 
presents sculptures throughout 
downtown, adjacent Jordan Valley 
Park and the Rountree Community. 
The vision is to create a museum 
without walls with access to 
all. Sculpture Walk Springfield 
displays sculptures from artists 
from around the U.S.  Each year, 
we integrate more sculptures 
with the goal of beautifying 
and enhancing the community. 
Sculpture Walk has 30+ sculptures 
currently on display. To enjoy 
the sculptures, go to www.
sculpturewalkspringfield.org for a 
map and more information about 
the organization. n

Take a Sculpture Walk in Springfield
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The 59th exhibition of Watercolor USA was juried by Misa Jeffereis, 
Assistant Curator at the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis. Jeffereis 
was previously with the Walker Art Center, where she curated Lee Kit: 

Hold your breath dance slowly, and co-curated Art at the Center: Guerrilla Girls. 
Jeffereis noted, “I was particularly drawn to artists who were able to transform an 
ordinary scene into a world of wonder and imagination: a barn, train, streetscape, 
bouquet of flowers, flowing stream… I am honored to be witness to the talent and 
commitment of the watercolor painting community in this country.”

Texas artist Laurin McCracken took home the top prize, the Kenneth M. 
Shuck Memorial $3,000 Award for his high-realism entry, Still Life With 
Silver. McCracken is a watercolorist whose work is largely influenced by 
the Dutch and Flemish still life painters of the 16th and 17th centuries. He 
is a signature member of more than a dozen watercolor societies including 
the American Watercolor Society, National Watercolor Society, Transparent 
Watercolor Society of America, Southern Watercolor Society, Watercolor West, 
and Watercolor USA Honor Society. He is an Elected Member of the Allied 
Artists of America in their Watermedia Category. Other top awards include:
• Greg G. Thielen Memorial $2,000 Cash Award: Steve Cavallo (North 

Carolina), A Distant Memory
• Bill Armstrong Memorial $1,500 Cash Award: Alisa Shea (New York), 

Cutting the Mustard
• Robert E. Goodier Memorial $1,000 Cash Award For Traditional 

Transparent Watercolor: Susan Sullivan (Missouri), Glenn’s Café 
• Museum Purchase Award: Trevor Doell (Missouri), Crystal

Of the 471 entries by 283 artists from 48 states and the District of Columbia, 
Jeffereis selected 81 works by 81 artists representing 30 states for inclusion in the 
exhibition. According to Museum Director Nick Nelson, “Watercolor USA is one 
of our Museum’s most beloved and long-lived exhibitions. I find great comfort 
in things that provide consistency and certainty. Considering the current global 
pandemic, this year’s Watercolor USA will be special to me for that reason. In 
its 59 years of existence, Watercolor USA has carried on alongside national 
triumphs and tragedies and this year will be no different. However, due to the 
global pandemic, we have had to modify our processes for this year’s exhibition, 
and we plan to create additional virtual resources, including online viewing 
opportunities for those unable to visit the Museum in person.” 

Visit the online exhibition at https://tinyurl.com/WatercolorUSA-2020. See 
all the award winners and more in-person through August 16. n

Watercolor USA at Springfield Art Museum

 

Support for Watercolor USA is provided by the Watercolor USA 
Honor Society and the Southwest Missouri Museum Associates. 

Opening reception sponsored by the 
Southwest Missouri Museum Associates.

JUNE 8 – SEPTEMBER 1, 2019

FREE ADMISSION

 

Support for Watercolor USA is provided by the Watercolor USA 
Honor Society and the Southwest Missouri Museum Associates. 

Opening reception sponsored by the 
Southwest Missouri Museum Associates.

JUNE 8 – SEPTEMBER 1, 2019

FREE ADMISSION

sgfmuseum.org • 417-837-5700

Laurin McCracken, Still Life With Silver, 2020,  Watercolor on paper. Copyright Lauren McCracken.
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Relocate to the Ozarks
Trey Watson, Realtor®, Keller Williams of Greater Springfield. As a 
fifth generation southwest Missourian, I have a passion for the Ozarks and 
the people who call it home. With the low cost of living mixed with the 
beauty of the Ozarks region, who wouldn’t want to call this area home? 
As a professional real estate agent, it is my duty to help you through the 
entire home buying/selling process with the least amount of hassle to you. 
I would love to help you with the purchase of your own piece of Southwest 
Missouri!

2925 E. Battlefield Rd, Suite 111
Springfield, Missouri 65804

Each office is independently owned and operated

Trey Watson
Realtor®

417-773-4023
treywatson@kw.com
http://app.kw.com/KW1WUVIJC

“Let My Movers be Your Movers!”

Local & Long Distance Moving • Residential & Commercial
Family Owned & Operated • Secure Storage • Packing Supplies
Packing & Unpacking • Loading & Unloading USDoT 1712477

ThePurpleMovers.com
417-882-6683

So, you’re thinking about moving 
to a new city? Good for you! 
But first, take a deep breath, be-

cause it is a big deal. Whether you’re 
moving for a job or just looking for 
a fresh start, uprooting your life to 
relocate somewhere new is very excit-
ing. Once you’ve made the decision, 
you’re sure to have many questions:

• Where do locals hang out? 

• What’s the best park to sight see?

• Which parts of town do I visit first? 

• What’s the best “hidden gem” in 
the city?

• What are the local’s favorite dive 
bars, brunch spots and locally-
owned boutiques?

The Ozarks has much to offer 
in the way of beauty, recreation, 
business, and just plain feeling like 
home. Let us help and guide you 
with great connections for making 
that life-changing decision.  
“Welcome to Springfield”. n

Welcome to your new home in the Ozarks
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PERIENCENIXA#E
Shop & Dine

Visit NIXACHAMBER.COM

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL 
SHOPPING AND DINING EXPERIENCES!

Just a few minutes south of Springfield, Nixa awaits your visit with delightful shops, delicious restaurants and 

friendly residents excited to share their small town experience with you. Just a few minutes south of Springfield, 

Nixa awaits your visit with delightful shops, delicious restaurants and friendly residents excited to share their 

small town experience with you. Just a few minutes south of Springfield, Nixa awaits your visit with delightful 

shops and delicious restaurants. 

Welcome to the only Nixa in the world!

NIXA 
Welcomes You!

We are open and ready to welcome you 
as you explore Nixa. We are adhering to 
social distancing guidelines and will do 
everything we can to keep you safe!
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As the weather warms and summer arrives in the Ozarks, it is the 
perfect time to enjoy some of the many scenic and enjoyable run-
ning trails here in town. Springfield boasts over 100 miles of trail 

maintained and operated by Ozark Greenways, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to building community through connectivity since 1991. Whether 
you are a seasoned runner, new to the hobby, or just looking for a fun day 
of light exercise, Springfield and the surrounding area have you covered.

In the Downtown area, Jordan Creek offers an easy path through not one 
but three parks. Beginning at beautiful Jordan Valley Park, which features 
artwork that is a part of Sculpture Walk and daily fountains, the trail runs 
north to historic Silver Springs Park, home of the cultural landmark Tim-
mons Hall, before ending at Smith Park in Midtown. 

If you are looking for a longer run, check out Galloway Creek in 
southeast Springfield. This scenic route takes you through some of the 
most beautiful spots in town, running through Sequiota Park and past the 
popular Pet Cemetery, many sculptures, and the many charming restaurants 
and shops of Galloway. Village. The trail, which was the first in Missouri 

to be designated a National Recreation Trail by the National Park Service 
in 2003, also connects to the more rugged Nature Center trails and James 
River Water Trail, an ideal spot for canoeing, kayaking, and fishing.

Runners and bikers alike also enjoy the 35-mile Frisco Highline Trail, 
which connects Springfield and Bolivar. Built on the old Frisco railroad 
line, the wheels of locomotives have been replaced by bicycle wheels along 
this historic path. Kiosks tell the story of two bank robbers escaping along 
the railroad in 1908 six miles in, where you can also find delis, pizzerias, 
and cafes to relax. Continue on, and runners will enjoy more historic spots, 
gorgeous meadows, and unique bridges with stunning views. Frisco High-
line is perfect for training for long runs or simple, relaxing strolls. 

When using Greenways trails, remember to always practice trail eti-
quette and safety. Trails are open from sunrise to sunset, and dogs require 
leashes. Remember to always scoop the poop for canine companions as 
well. Remember to give other runners space, and announce yourself if you 
feel the need to pass. Land around the trails might not be public, so stay on 
the trail, and always hydrate, especially on a hot day. n

Go for a run while visiting Springfield
by Forest Swisher

Fountains in Jordan Valley Park

Running in Phelps Grove Park

Frisco Highline Trail

Galloway Creek Trail



8/31/20

FREE APPETIZER
(up to $8) with purchase of  
2 entrees and 2 beverages

417.868.8088
234 E Commercial St

No cash value. Not to be combined with any other discount, coupon, or voucher.

FREE APPETIZER
(up to $8) with purchase of  
2 entrees and 2 beverages

417•344•0085
334 East Commercial St

No cash value. Not to be combined with 
 any other discount, coupon, or voucher.

E V E R Y  D AY  B U F F E T

FOR UNDER $9!
Nixa & Ozark Daily Lunch & Dinner: 11am-2pm • 5-8pm

Battlefield & Springfield Daily Lunch: 11am-2pm

4 Locations: 
Springfield

Nixa
Ozark

Battlefield

DINE-IN
CARRYOUT
DELIVERY

Tandoori • Lamb
Chicken • Seafood

Lunch buffet 
Mon-Fri $9.95 

Sat & Sun $10.95
Lunch Mon-Sun 

11-2:30 pm
Dinner Sun-Wed  

5-9 pm 
Thurs-Sat  5-9:30 pm

C O U P O N
20% Off

Dinner  
Only

1 coupon per party
Expires 8/31/20

417.719.4573

TAJ MAHAL
Indian Restaurant

1250 E. Republic Rd.

WTS

Unique finds, coupons & restaurants
Browse valuable ads and coupons at these outstanding local businesses.

631 S. Kimbrough
417-831-5300

Authentic 
Pit-Smoked 

Meats

ORDER ONLINE

“We’d love to cater 
your next event”

www.blackmarket-smokehouse.com

$5 OFF ANY PURCHASE
OF $20 OR MORE

(Excludes alcohol. One coupon per visit)

buy   one   entree,
get   one   entree

free
of   equal   or   lesser   value

after   3 pm

417-866-5500              220   e walnut   st

Expires 9/30/2020.
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THE THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL 

PRICE CUTTER CHARITY CHAMPIONSHIP 

PRESENTED BY DR PEPPER

JULY 23–26, 2020

PLAY 
YOUR PART

HIGHLAND SPRINGS COUNTRY CLUB

FREE ADMISSION 
      THURSDAY, JULY 23 COURTESY OF

Stop by 2864 South Nettleton Avenue in Springfield 
to pick up free Thursday admission tickets.*

FREE ADMISSION 
           FRIDAY, JULY 24 COURTESY OF

 Stop by 1020 East Battlefield in Springfield 
to pick up free Friday admission tickets.*

*Free admission Thursday and Friday, general grounds privileges only.

R A I S I N G  M I L L I O N S  O F  D O L L A R S  T O  H E L P  C H I L D R E N  I N  S O U T H W E S T M I S S O U R I

417-887-3400  •  PR ICECUTTERCC.ORG •  T ICKETS  AVAILABLE  AT:
 DAILY PASSES $10 EACH ON SATURDAY, JULY 25 AND SUNDAY, JULY 26. AGES 10 & UNDER ADMITTED FREE!

1

5K Timed Event & 1 Mile Non-Timed Event
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Fun “FORE” the whole family!

444 E Farm Rd 192 • Springfield MO • 417-882-1222 • swingrightgolf.net

HOME OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST GOLF CLUB

Open 7 days a week 9-5 with COVID restrictions & safety guidelines



Welcome here...
We welcome you to the beautiful Ozarks, 

southwest Missouri, the Springfield area, and 

to Welcome to Springfield Magazine.

We are very proud to be the destination of your 

trip. And, while you are visiting the home of “The 

Mother Road”, historic Route 66, we are providing 

this informational magazine that we hope gives you 

some helpful suggestions of things to do, places 

to eat great food, and other insights or ideas to 

further enjoy your stay.

Whether you are here on business, a family visit, 

or just touring this part of the country, we hope  

 
 
your stay is comfortable, profitable, and 

worthwhile. On behalf of the thousands of 

Springfield area folks in the hospitality industry, 

we hope you find your stay here something special 

and that you will look forward to coming back.

Please contact this magazine, our friends 

at the Convention & Visitors Bureau, or the 

Springfield Hotel Lodging Association if you 

have any challenges or questions. We can’t wait 

for you to come back. Sharon Ladd, publisher

Louisiana Purchase
The territory known as Missouri was included in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803. Soon 

after, the Delaware Native Americans received treaty land where Springfield’s Sequiota Park 
and the antique stores of Galloway Village stand today. Missouri became a state in 1821.

Founding
In 1833, the legislature designated most of the southern portion of Missouri a single 

county. It was named for Revolutionary War General Nathanael Greene, largely through John 
Polk Campbell’s campaign to honor a man he admired. Campbell was the founder of Spring-
field, announcing his claim in 1829. Springfield was incorporated in 1838.

Trail of Tears
In 1838, the Cherokee Native Americans were forcibly removed by the U.S. government 

from their homelands in Tennessee, Alabama, North Carolina and Georgia, then moved to 
the “Indian Territory.” The move became known as the Trail of Tears due to the thousands of 
deaths on the journey.

The Trail of Tears traveled through the Springfield area 
via what is known today as the Old Wire Road. The Trail of 
Tears National Historic Trail auto tour route is along Interstate 
44 westward to U.S. 160 (West Bypass in Springfield) and 
westward along U.S. 60.

Old Wire Road
The Old Wire Road, then known as the Military Road, served 

until the mid-1840s as a connection between Springfield and 
the garrison at Fort Smith, Arkansas. By 1858, the Butterfield 
Overland State began utilizing the road offering passage to 
California. Two years later, the region’s first telegraph line was 
strung along the road and it was dubbed the Telegraph or 
Wire Road. The road proved vital during the Civil War. While portions of the road exist today, 
the most easily accessible is within Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield.

The Battle of Wilson’s Creek
On August 10, 1861, army units clashed near Wilson’s Creek, the site of the first major 

battle west of the Mississippi River. The Battle of Wilson’s Creek involved about 5,400 Union 
troops and 12,000 Confederates. The Confederates were victorious. Union troops fell back to 
Lebanon, then Rolla and regrouped. When they returned to Springfield, the Confederates had 
withdrawn. The battle led to increased military activity in Missouri and set the stage for the 
Battle of Pea Ridge in 1862.

The National Park Service designated Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield in 1960. The 
1,750-acre battlefield remains greatly unchanged and stands as one of the most historically 
pristine battle sites in the country.

Zagonyi’s Charge
In an effort to run the Confederates out of the state, Maj. Gen. John C. Frémont headed 

toward Springfield in October 1861. Frémont became ill and turned his command over to Maj. 
Charles Zagonyi who led his troops into town, overcoming an ambush in the process and re-
leasing Union prisoners in the first battle of Springfield. This engagement was the only Union 
victory in southwest Missouri. Zagonyi Park at Mount Vernon Street and Park Avenue includes 
a monument commemorating the battle.

The Battle of Springfield
For the two years following the Battle of Wilson’s Creek, possession of the city seesawed. 

Then in January 1863, Confederate forces advanced toward the town square and battle en-
sued. As evening approached, the Confederates withdrew. The next morning, the Confederates 
left town. The city would stay under Union control until the end of the war. A series of markers 
throughout downtown Springfield highlight historic locations and details of the battle.

Springfield National Cemetery
Two years after the war ended, the Springfield National Cemetery was created. The dead of 

both the North and the South are interred there, though separated by a low stone wall.

“Wild Bill” Hickok Gunfight
In the wake of the Civil War, Springfield helped give birth to the Wild West era. In July 1865, 

the town square was the site of the nation’s first recorded shootout. The incident between 
“Wild Bill” Hickok and David Tutt was also significant due to the incredible marksmanship 

exhibited by Hickok that made him known worldwide.

Arrival of the Railroad
On April 21, 1870, the St. Louis-San Francisco line rolled 

through Springfield, establishing a new city, North Springfield, 
with Commercial Street as its downtown. Commercial and 
industrial diversification came with the railroad and strength-
ened the City of Springfield when the two towns merged 17 
years later in 1887. Today visitors can enjoy the view from the 
Jefferson Avenue Footbridge, peering below to the locomotive 
path still in use.

Birthplace of Route 66
Officially recognized as the birthplace of Route 66, it was 

in Springfield on April 30, 1926, that officials first proposed 
the name of the new Chicago to Los Angeles highway. In 1938, Route 66 became the first 
completely paved transcontinental highway in America – the “Mother Road” – stretching 
from the Great Lakes to the Pacific Coast.

Traces of the Mother Road are still visible in Springfield along Kearney Street, Glenstone 
Avenue, College and St. Louis streets and on Missouri 266 to Halltown. 

When you’re cruising the route, stop in at the Route 66 Tourist Information Center at 815 E. 
St. Louis St.

Bonnie & Clyde Kidnapping
In 1933, Springfield police officer Tom A. Persell was kidnapped by the infamous Bonnie 

Parker and Clyde Barrow and their gangster sidekick, W.D. Jones – and lived to tell the tale. 
Persell, on a motorcycle, pulled over a suspicious car and found himself facing a sawed-
off shotgun. Bonnie and Clyde were on the lam and ordered Persell to get in the car and 
guide them out of town so they could dodge the cops. Six hours later, Persell was released 
unharmed near Joplin.

The Ozark Jubilee
The first national country music show on television was broadcast by ABC in Springfield 

from 1955 until 1960. The show is credited with popularizing country music and featured 
well-known performers, including Red Foley, Speedy Haworth, Brenda Lee, Porter Wagoner and 
Slim Wilson.

springfield 
is rich with

history
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1750 South Glenstone
Springfield

417-886-8284

OVER 25 SCINTILLATING
SHOWGIRLS NIGHTLY

OPEN MON-SAT 5:30PM-1:30AM
$2 PINTS  $2 BOTTLES  $3 WELL DRINKS

FREE
ADMISSION

with your room key

Springfield’s reputation as a city to party in is 

well deserved, and there is a wide selection of 

nightclubs to choose from. There are happy 

hours at almost every restaurant in the city and 

many great bars. Live music is in full effect, 

where you can follow famous artists at the 

larger venues in town, as well as blooming 

local favorites. Springfield is developing into 

becoming a Music Destination with many 

different styles of music and it’s all at your 

fingertips every day!

417 Taphouse, 431 S. Jefferson, Ste. 160 in the Wilhoit Plaza, 942-0958. 
417 Taphouse is the area’s first pour your own draft beer experience. Come 
try your hand at pouring the perfect pint from one of the 16 self-serve taps, 
or hit up the full service bar for other options. Find an interesting pairing 
with kitchen specialties like hand cut curly fries covered with various top-
pings or chicken & waffles. Challenge your friends to a game of Mario Kart, 
skee ball, shuffleboard, or any of the other games available. Stop in today to 
have an experience like no other in town. 417tap.com.

Springfield comes alive at night!



The Wheelhouse Street Fare
Fresh & bright fusion • 417-379-6891

Earth’s Harvest
100% plant-based • 417-983-2300

Davalon Signature Cuisines
Asian fusion with a twist • 417-569-4478

London Calling
Great British comfort food • 417-380-7943

Super Sport Bar
Full bar serving mixed drinks, beer, wine & seltzers • 417-350-1425

The Olive Branch
Mediterranean favorites with a midwestern flair • 417-241-6608

Classic Rock Coffee Co.
Award-winning coffees & more • 417-343-2244

The Cow’s Pajamas
Hand-crafted frozen desserts • 417-249-1110

Not’Cho Ordinary Taco
Peace, Love, Tacos! • 417-399-1101

MEET
CARL!

Visit the 
park  

and take a 
photo with 
Carl the 

giant  
chef!

1530 E St Louis St • Springfield, MO •  route66foodtruckpark • 417-350-1425

Birthplace of Route 66 Food Truck Park

So many treats to choose from... 
which one will you discover?


